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Urban DRR
• We all see Kathmandu and Nepal’s other urban centers

growing everyday:
• New buildings constructed and new risk being created
• There is an increase in the urban population
• There is an increase in demand on infrastructure

• This is all adding to the challenge and complexity of

addressing disaster risk in the urban context.
• Most of us are aware that of all of Nepal’s urban centers a

earthquake in Kathmandu will have the largest impact on
not only the city and its residents, but the entire country.

Impact on Kathmandu
• *Estimated impact of a large earthquake:
• 60% of buildings will be damaged
• Excess of 100,000 fatalities
• 300,000 injured
• Up to a 2.1million people needing shelter
• Over a million needing access to emergency food and water
supplies

*N-SET earthquake impact survey

Challenges in Nepal
• Increasing population density (In Kathmandu estimated 13,000
•
•
•
•
•
•

people per square km)
Population growth in urban areas (up to 5% per year)
Poor infrastructure such as roads and bridges are likely to be
affected
Weak building structures
Inadequate public awareness to risks
Inaction and indifference to risks
Environmental issues

Its important that we all work together to help address
these issues to reduce the risk and impact of urban
disasters.

Workshop objectives
• To discuss commonalities and additionalities between

urban and rural CBDRR
• To hear about the challenges and innovations of current

Urban DRR projects in Nepal
• To identify critical issues in Urban DRR for Nepal
• To establish a Urban DRR working group
• Initiating a platform for coordination and collaboration on Urban
DRR including: government, private sector, civil society,
implementing partners and specialists.

